THE "PARTITION OF BENGAL"  313
Sambalpur and five Feudatory States from the Central Provinces
This is a measure of great importance, though it attracted but little attention Sambalpur and these five Feudatory States had been connected with the Central Provinces from the formation of that Province half a century ago The Feudatory States were governed by their own chiefs undei the general supei vision, in more recent years, of the political agent for the Chhattisgarh Feudatories The Sambalpur District was under a Deputy Commissioner, who was subordinate to the Commissioner of the Chhattisgarh Division, with his headquarters at Raipur. The language of that District is Uriya, and and it was the only Uriya District in the Central Provinces. The difficulty of administering it properly was immense Any officer transfeired to that District from any other part of the Central Piovmces had to acquire the Uriya language The Police, Revenue, and other departments had to be manned either by men belonging to the District itself, or by Uriyas imported from the Bengal Onssa Division, or by men unacquainted with the language and traditions of the Uriya people.
This in itself was manifestly an evil The District did not produce its own staff of all grades ; the men brought from, Bengal were generally very inferior in capacity or character, or they would not have moved from home for anything that Sambalpur could offer, and the men of other races regarded Sambalpur as a penal settlement, being altogether out of touch and out of sympathy with its people Worse than that was the fact that it was almost impossible to transfer men from Sambalpur to any other part of the Province. The separate services had therefore a tendency to become exceedingly lax in their work and in their morals.
The evil was so great that one of the Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces obtained the sanction of the Government of India to make Hindi the court language of Sambalpur, as it was the court language of the rest of Chhattisgarh A beginning was made in teaching Hindi as the District vernacular in the